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SERMON XXXIII.

The Gofpel Supper.

Luke xiv. 22, 23, 24.

And thefewant faid^ Lord, it is done as thou haft com-

manded, and yet there is room, A7id the lord/aid unto

the ftrvant, Co out into the high-ways, and hedges,

and compel them to come in, that my houfe may be filled.

For Ifay unto you, that fione of thofe men which ivere

bidden, Jliall tafte of my fufpcr,

THOUGH here is a large and folemn afiembly, yet I

fuppofe you are all convinced, that you are not to live

in this world always. May I not take it for granted, that

even the moft prophane amongft you, do in your hearts be-

lieve, what the facred oracles have moft clearly revealed,

" That as it is appointed for all men once to die, fo after

death comes the judgment ?" Yes, I know you believe, that

nothing is more certain, than that we are to " appear before

the judgment-feat of Chris/f, to be rewarded according to

the deeds done in the body, whether they have been good, or

whether they have been evil." And, however hard the fay-

ing may feem to you at the firft hearing, yet I cannot help

informing you, that I am thoroughly perfuaded, as many
will be driven from that judgment-feat, with a "Depart ye

curfed into everlafting fire," for purfuing things in themfelves

lawful, out of a wrong principle, and in too intenfe a degree ;

as for drunkennefs, adultery, fornication, or any other grofs

enormity whatfoever. Bad as the world is, bleflld be God,
there are great numbers yet left amongft us^ who either

through the reftraints of a religious education, or fclf-love^

and
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and outward reputation, abflain from grofs fin themfelves,

and loc?k with deteftation and abhorrence upon others, who
indulge themfelves in it. But then, through an over-eaoer

purfuit after the things of fenfe and time, their fouls are in-

ienfibly lulled into a fpiritual flumber, and by degrees become

as dead to Gop, and as deaf to all the gracious invitations

of the gofpel, as the fpoft abandoned prodigals. It is remark-

able, therefore, that our Saviour, knowing how defperately

wicked and treacherous the heart of man was, in this, as well

as other refpe6ts, after he had cautioned his difciples, and us

in them, to " take heed that their hearts were not at any time

overcharged with furfeiting and drur.kcnnefs," immediately

adds, '^ and the cares (the immoderate anxious cares) of this

life." For they are of a diftracSling, intoxicating nature, and

foon overcharge and weigh down the hearts of the children of

men. To prevent or remedy this evil, our Lord, during the

time of his tabernacling here below, fpake many parables, but

not one more pertinent, not one, in which the freenefs of the

gofpel-call, and the frivolous pretences men frame to excufe

t-heinfelves from embracing it, and the dreadful doom they in-

cur by fo doing, are more difplayed, or fet off in livelier co-

lours, than that to which the words of the text refer. '• And
the lord faid unto the fervant. Go out into the highways and

hedges, and compel them to come in, that my houfe may be

filled : For I fay unto you, that none of thofe that v;ere bid-

den (hall tafte of my fupper."

In order to have a clear view of the occafion, fcope, and

f.ontents of the parable, to v/hich thefe words belong, it is

necelTary for us to look back to the very beginning of this

chapter. " And it came to pafs, as he went into the houfe

of one of the chief pharifees to eat bread, on the fabbatj? day,

that they watched him." The perfon here fpoken of, as go-

ing into this Pharifee*s houfe, is our blefled Saviour. For as

he came eating and drinking, agreeable to his character, he

was free, courteous and affable to all ; and therefore though

it was on the fabbath-day, he accepted an invitation, and went

into the houfe of one of the chief Pharifees to eat bread, not-

withftanding he knew the Pharifees were his profeffed enemies,

and that they watched him, hoping to find fome occafion to

upbraid him, either for his difcourfe or behaviour. If the

13 2
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Pharifee into whofc houfe our Lord went, was one of this

flamp, his invitation bcfpcaks him to be a very ill man, and

may ferve to teach us, that much rancour and heart-enmity

againft Jesus Christ, may be concealed and cloaked under

a great and blazing profeiTion of religion. Flowever, our Sa-

viour was more than a match for all his enemies, and by ac-

cepting this invitation, hath warranted his miniftcrs and dif-

ciples, to comply with the lilce invitation?, and converfe

freely about the things of God, though thofe who invite

them, may not have real religion at heart. For how knowcft

thou, O man, but thou mayeft drop fomething, that may
benefit their fouls, and make them religious indeed ? And
fuppofing they (hould watch thee, watch thou unto prayer,

whiift thou art in their company, and that fame Jesus, who
went into this Fharifee's houfe, and was fo faithful and edify-

ing in his conveifation when there, will enable thee to go and

do likewife.

That our Lord's converfation was not trifling, biit fuch

as tended to the ufe of edifying, and that he behaved among
the gueds as a faithful phyfician, rather than as a carelefs, in-

different companion, is evident from the yth verfe of this

chapter, where we are told, that '^ he marked how they chofe

the chief rooms i" or, to fpeak in our common way, were

dcfirous of fitting at the upper end of the table. And whether

we think of it or not, the Lord Jesus takes notice of our

behaviour, even when we are going to fit down only at our

common meals. Would to God, all that make a profeflioii

of real chriftianity, confidered this well ! Religion then would

not be fo much confined to church, or meeting, but be

brought home to our private houfes, and many needlefs un-

chriftian compliments be prevented. For (with grief I fpeak

jt) is it not too true, that abundance of profefl'ors love, and

are too fond of the uppermofl: places in houfes, as well as fy-

Jiagogues ? This was what our Lord blamed in the gueib

v/here he now was. He marked, he took notice, he looked

before he fpake (as we fliould always do, if we would fpeak

to the purpofc) how they chofe out the chief rooms. There-

fore, though thty v/cre rich in this world's goods, and were

i-'.o^ii: of his guefts, yet unwilling to fuffer the leaft fin upon

Uitmj or lofe any opportunity of giving inilrudion, he gave

them
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them a le^ure upon humility, faying unto them, or dirc£llng

his difcourre to all in general, though probably he fpake to

one in pariicular, who fat near him, and whom, it may be, he

took notice of, as more than ordinarily folicitous in choofing

a chief room, or couch, on which they lay at meals, after the

cuftom of the Romrifjs ; " When thou art bidden of any man
to a wedding (which fcems to intimate that this was a wed-

ding- feaft) fit not down in the highefl room, left a more ho-

nourable man than thou be bidden of him ; and he that bade

thee and him come and fay to thee, Give this man place ; and

thou begin with ftiame to take the loweft room. But whea

thou art bidden, go and fit down in the loweft room ; that

when he that bade thee cometh, he may fay unto thee.

Friend, go up higher : then fhalt thou have worftiip (or refpedl)

in the prefence of them who fit at meat with thee." O glo-

rious example of faith fulnefs and love to fouls ! How ought

minifters efpcially, to copy after their blefled Mafler, and,

with fimplicity and godly fmcerity, mildly and opportunely

rebuke the faults of the company they are in, though fuperior

to them in outward circumftances ? What rightly informed

perfon, after reading this pafTage, can think they teach right

and agreeable to the word of God in this refpecSl, who fay,

we muft not, at leaft need not, reprove natural men ? Surely

fuch doctrine cometh not from above ! For are we not com-

manded, in any wife, to reprove our neighbour (whether he

be a child of God or no) and not to fufier fin upon him ?

Is it not more than probable, that all thefe guefts were na-

tural men ? And yet our Lord reproved them. Help us

then, O Saviour, in this and every other inftance of thy mo-

ral condudl, to walk as thou haft fet us an example !

Neither did our Lord ftop here ; but obferving that none

but the rich, the mighty, and the noble, were called to the

feaft, he took occalion alfo from thence, to give even his

hoft (for the beft return we make our friends for their kind-

nefs, is to be faithful to their fouls) one of the chief Phari-

fees, a wholefome piece of advice. *' Then faid he alfo to

him that bade him, when thou makcft a dinner or a fupper,

call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinfmen

nor thy rich neighbours, left they alfo bid thee again, and a

jecompence be made thee. But v»'hen thou makeft a feaft,

B 4 ^aU
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call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and th(?u

fhalt be bleflcd ; for they cannot rccompcnce thee : For thou

fhalt be rccompenced at the refurredion of the juft !" Thus

did our Lop.d entertain the company. Words fpoken in fuch

due feafon, how good are they ! Would Christ's followers

thus exert themfelves, and, when in company, begin fome

uftful difcourfe for their great mafter, they know not what

good they might do, and how many might be influenced, by

their good example, to fecund them in it.

An inftanceof this vvc have in the 14th verfe: " And when

one of them that fat at meat with him heard thefe things, he

faid unto him, Blefled is he that (hdU eat bread in the king-

dom of God." Happy they who fliall be rccompenced at that

rcfurreCiion of the juft, which thou haft been fpeaking of.

A very pertinent faying this ! every way fuitable to perfons

fittinf^ down to eat bread on earth, which v/e (hould never do^

without talking of, and longing for that time, when we Oiall

fit down and eat bread in the kingdom of heaven. This

opened to our Lord a frefh topic of converfation, and occa-

fioned the parable, which is to be the more immediate fub-

je£l of your prefent meditation. As though he had faid to

the perfon that fpoke laft. Thou fayeft right : blciTed are they

indeed, who fliall fit down to eat bread in the kingdom of

God : But alas ! moft men, cfpecially you Pharifces, a6l as

if you did not believe this ; ai^d therefore he faid unto him,

'* A certain man made a great fuppcr, and bade many ;" by

the certain man making a great fuppcr, we are to underftand

God the Father, who has made provifion for perifhing fouls,

bv the obedience and death of his beloved Son Christ Jesus.

This provifion is here reprefented under the character of a

fupper, becaufe the Cc:ena or fupper, among the ancients, was

their grand meal : Men could never have made fuch provifion

for themfelves, or angels for them. No, our falvation is all

from God, from the beginning to the end. He made it, and

not we ourfelves ; and it is wholly owing to the divine wif-

dom, and not our own, that we are become God's people,

and the flicep of his pafture. This provifion for perifhing

fouls, maybejuftly called great, becaufe there is rich and

gmple provifion made in the gofpel for a great many fouls.

For however Christ's flcek may be but a little flock, when

afundcrj,
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afunder, yet when they come all together, they will be a mul-

titude which no man can number. And it is efpccially called

great^ becaufe it was purchafed at To great a price, the price

of Christ's moft precious blood. And therefore, when the

apoftle would exhort the chriftians to glorify God in their fouls

and bodies, he makes ufc of this glorious motive, " That
they were bought with a price." He does not fay what price,

biit barely 2. price y emphatically fo called ; as though all the

prices in the world were nothing (as indeed they are not) when
compared to this price of Christ's mofl precious blood.

For thefc reafons, Jesus faid in the parable, " A certain

man made a great fupper, and bade many, and fent his fervant

at fupper-timie, to fay to them that were bidden, Come, for all

tilings are now ready.'* He bade many ; the eternal God
took the Jews for his peculiar people, under the Mofa'ic dif-

penfation ; and by types, (hadows, and prophefies of the Old

Tertament, invited them to partake of the glorious privile2;es

of the gofpel. " But at fupper-time," in the fulnefs of time,

which God the Father had decreed from eternity, in the

evening of the world (for which reafon the gofpel times are

called the laffc times) '' he fent his fervant," Christ his Son,

here called his fervant, becaufe a(51:ing as Mediator he was

inferior to the Father ; therefore fays the prophet Ija'iah^

" Behold my fervant whom 1 havechofen :" " to fay to them

that were bidden," to the profefling "Jews^ called by St. Jchn^

"his own," that is, his peculiar profcffing people— with

this mcffage, " Come ;" repent and believe the gofpel.

Nothing is required on man's part, but to come, or accept

of the gofpel offer. It is not according to the old covenant,

'' Do and live ;" but only " come, believe, and thou flialt

be faved." All things are ready. Nothing is wanting on

God's part. " All things are now ready." There feems to

be a particular cmphafis to be put upon NOVv^, implying, this

was an efpecial feafon of grace, and God was now exerting

his laft efforts, to fave loll: man. Well then, if the great

God be at fo great an expcnce, to make fo great a fupper,

for perid^ng creatures, and fends fo great a perfon as his own

Son, in the form of a fervant, to invite them to come to it;

one would imagine, that all who heard thefe glad tidings

(hould readily fay. Lord, Id we come. But inlicad ot tnis,

we
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we are told, *' They all, (the greateft part of the Jews) with

one conlent began to make excui'e." Confcience told them

they ought to come, and in all probability they had Tome

faint defire to come J
and they had nothing, as we hear of,

to object cither againft the perfon who prepared the fupper,

or the perfon that invited them, or the entertaiiiment itfelf

;

neither do we hear that they treated either with contempt,

as is the cuftom of too many in the days wherein we live. In

all probability, they acknowledged all was very good, and

that it was kind in that certain man, to fend them fuch an

invitation. But being very bufy, and as they thought very

lawfully engaged, they begun to make excufe.

But the cxcufes they made, rendered their refufal inexcu-

fabic. " The firft faid unto him, I have bought a piece of

ground, and I muft needs go and fee it :" Thou fool, buy a

piece of ground, and then go fee it ! A prudent man would

have gone and feen the ground firft, and bought it afterwards.

Why muft he needs go ? At leaft, why muft he needs go noiv ?

The land was his own, could he not therefore have accepted the

invitation to-day, and gone and feen his eftate, or plantation,

on the morrov/ ? As he had bought it, he need not fear lofing

his bargain, by anothers buying it from him. But notvvith-

ftanding all this, there is a needs maft for his going, and

therefore fays he, " I pray thee, have me excafed," and im-

prove thy intereft with thy mafter in 'my behalf. This was

a bad excufe.

The fecond was rather worfe. For what hys the evange-

lift, verfe 19 ? " And another faid, I have bought five yoke

of oxen, and I go to prove them :" One, it fcems, had hten.

buying an eftate ; another, cattle, to ftock an eftate already

boughtj and boih equally foolifh in making their bargains.

For this fecond had bought five yoke of oxen, which muft:

needs coft them a confiderable fum, perhaps all he had in

the world, and no*v he muft go and prove them. A wife

dealer would have proved the oxen fiift, and bought them

afterwards : But our Saviour fpcaks this, to ftiew us, that we

will truft one another, nay I may add, the devil himfclf,

more than we \v\A truft God.
The excufe which the third makes, is worft of all. " I

have married a wife, and therefore 1 cannot come." Had he

fa^d,
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f^iJ, I will not come, he had fpoken the real fentlmcnt?? of

his heart : for it is not (b much mens impotcncy, as their

want of a will, and inclination, that keeps them from the

gofpel-fcaft. But why cannot he come? He has "married
a wife." Has he fo ? Why then, by all means he fhould

come. For the fupper to which he was invited, as it (liould

feem, was a wedding- fupper, and would have faved him the

trouble of a nuptial entertainment. It was a great fupper, and

confequently there was provifion enough for him, and his

bride too. And it was made by a great man, who fent out

his fervant to bid many, fo that he need not have doubted

of meeting with a hearty welcome, though he fnould bring

his wife with him. Or fuppofmg his wife was unwilling

to come, yet as the hufband is the head of the wife, he ought

to have laid his commands on her, to accompany him. For

we cannot do better for our yoke-fellows, than to bring them

to the gofpel-feaft. Or, fuppofing after all, flie would not

be prevailed upon, he ought to have gone without her : for

" thofe that have wives, muft be as though they had none ;"

and we muft not let carnal afFedion get fuch an afcendancy

over u.s as to be kept thereby from fpiritual entertainments.

Jikm paid dear for hearkening to thevoice of his wife ; and

fometimes, unlefs we forfake wives, as well as houfes and

lands, we cannot be the Lord's difciples.

This then was the reception the fervant met with, and

fuch were the excufes, and anfwers, that were fent back.

And what was the confequence ? " So that fervant came (no

doubt with a forrowful heart) and (hewed his Lord thefe

things." However little it be thought of, yet minifters muft

fhew the Lord, what fuccefs their miniftry meets with. We
muft fhew it to our Lord here. We muft fpread the cafa

before him in prayer. We muft (hew it to our Lord here-

after, before ihe general afTembly of the whole world. But

how dreadful is it, when minifters are obliged to go upon

their knees, crying, *' O 1 my leannefs, my leannefs !'* and

£//^;-like, to intercede as it were againft thofe, to whom
they would not only have imparted the gofpel, but even their

own lives. It is a heart-breaking confideration. But thus

it muft be ;
" The fervant came and fhewed the Lord thefe

things j" fo muft we. Well, and what fays the Lord?
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We are told, vepfe lift, that " the maftcr of the houfe was an-

gry ?" Not with the fervant : for though Ifracl be not gather-

ed, yet (hall Christ be glorious ; and faithful miniftcrs fliall

be rewarded, whether people obey the gofpel or not. " We
are a fweet favour unto God, whether the word be a favour of

life unto life, or a favour of death unto death." The mafter

of the houfe therefore was angry, not with the fervant, but

with thefe-worldly-minded, pleafure-taking refufers of his

gracious invitation ; who, in all probability, went to fee and

flock their eftates, and attend upon their brides, not doubt-

ino^, but their excufcs would be taken, becaufe they were law-

fully employed. And, indeed, in one fenfe, their excufes

were accepted. For I do not hear that they were ever invited

any mort. God took them at their word, though they would

not take him at his. They begged to be excufed, and they

were excufed, as we (hall fee in the fequel of this parable.

Let us not therefore harden our hearts, as in the day of pro-

vocation ;
*' Now is the accepted time, now is the day of fair

vation." But muft the feaft want gucfts ? No, if they cannot,

or will not come, others fhall, and v;ill. The mafter of the

houfe therefore being angry, fent the fervant upon a fecond

errand. " Go out quickly into the ftr-ets, and lanes of the

city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the

halt, and the blind." Every word befpeaks a fpirit of refent-

ment and importunity. Go out quickly, make no delay,

dread no attempt or danger, into the ftreets and lanes of the

city, and bring in hither, not only call them, but bring them

in (for the maftcr here, to encourage the fervant, alFures him

of fuccefs) the poor, and the maimed, and the hair, and the

blind. This was fulfilled, when Jesus Christ, after the

gofpel was rcjcded by the Jeu)s^ went and invited the Gentiles^

and when the publicans^ and harlots took the kingdom of

God by a hoiy violence, whilft the fcif- righteous fcribes

and Pharifees rejecled the kingdom of God againft themr

fclves. This was alfo a home reproof to the rich Pharifee,

at vvhofe houfe the Lord Jesus vyas, as well as a cutting

leffon to the other guefts. For our Saviour v»'ould hereby fhev/

them, that God took a quite different method from his hoft,

and was not above receiving the poor, and hair, and blind,

and maimed, to the gofpel fupper, though he had called none

fuch
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fiich to fit down at his tabic. Whether the gucfts irefcntcd

it or not, we are not told. But if they were not quite blind,

both hoft and guefts might eafily fee that the parable was

fpoken againfl them. But to proceed.

The fervant again returns, but with a more pleafing an-

fwer than before, *' Lord, it is done as thou haft commanded,

and yet there is room." The words befpeak the fervant to be

full of joy at the thoughts of the fuccefs he had met with.

None can tell, but thofc who experience it, what comfort

minillers have in feeing their Ubours blcft. " Now I live,

(fays the apeftle) if you ftand faft in the Lord. Ye are our

joy and crown of rejoicing; in the day of the Lord Jesus."

" Lord, it is done as thou haft commanded. The poor,

and maimed, and halt, and blind, have been called, and

have obeyed the fummons, and I have brought them with me;

yet. Lord, thy houfe, and thy fupper is fo p-reat, there is

room for more. Hereby he infinuated that he wanted to be

employed again, in calling more fouls ; and the more we do,

the more may we do for God :
" To him that hath, fliall be

given ;" and piefent fuccefs is a great encouragement to fu-

ture diligence. Such hints are pleafing to our Saviour. He
delights to fee his miuifters ready for new work, and waiting

for frefti orders. " The Lord, therefore, wc are told, ver. 23,

faid unto his fervant, (the fame fervant,) Go out into the

highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my
houfe may be filled ; 24. For I fay unto you, that none of

thofe who are bidden, ftiall tafte of my fupper." O cutting

words to thofe that fat at meat, if they had hearts to make the

application ! But glad tidings of great joy to the publicans,

harlors, and Gentiles, who were reje6led by the proud Phari-

fees, as aliens to the commonwealth of Jfrael^ and ftrangers

to the covenant of promife I This was fulfilled, when our

Lord fent the apoftles, not only into the ftreets and lanes of

the city, and places bordering upon Jernfakm znA Judea -y

but when he gave them a commifiion to go out into all the

world, and preach the gofpel to every creature. Gentile as

well 2s Jew ', and not only gave them a command, but

blefied their labours with fuch fuccefs, that three thoufand

were converted in one day. And I am not without hopes

that it will be ftill further fulfilled, by the calling of fome of

vou
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you home this day : For however this p-araWe was fpoken ori-

ginally to the Jdws^ and upon a particular occafion, as at a

feaft, yet it is applicable to us, and to our children, and to as

many as are afar cfF; yea, to as many as the Lord our God
(hall call. It gives a fandion, mcthinks, to preaching in the

fields, and other places bcfides the fynagogues ; and points out

the reception the gofpel meets with in 'thefe days, in fuch a

lively manner, that one would think it had a particular refe-

rence to theprefent age. For is it not too, too plain, that the

gofpel-offers, and gofpel-grace, have been flighted, and made

light of, by many profellbrs of this generation ? We have been

in the churches, telling them, again and again, that God has

made a great fupper (and has invited many, even them) and

fent us by his providence and his fpirit, " to fay unto them that

were bidden. Come, for all things are now ready. Believe

on the Lord Jesus, and you fhall be faved." But the gene-

rality of the laity have made light of it, they have given us

the hearing, but are too bufy in their farms and their mer-

chandizes, theic marrying and giving in marriage, to come

and be blefTed in the Lord of life. We have told them,

ac^ain and again, that we do not want them to hide themfelves

from the world, but to teach them how they m.ay live in, and

yzt not be of it* But all will not do. Many of the clergy

alfo (like the letter-learned Scribes and Pharifees in our Savi-

our's time) rejed the kingdom of God againft themfelves^

and deny us the ufe of the pulpits, for no other reafon but

becaufe wc preach the do6lrine of juftification in the fight of

God by faith alone, and invite fmncrs to come and tafle of

the gofpel feaft freely, without money and without price.

Whatever they may think, we are pcrfuaded, the great

mafter of the houfe is angry with them, for being angry with

us without a caufe. He therefore now, by his providence,

bids us '' Go out quickly into the flreets and lanes of the city,

and bring in the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and

the blind," or call in the publicans and harlots, the common

curfers and fwearers, and fabbath-breakers, and adulterers,

who, perhaps, never entered a church door, or heard that

Jesus Christ died for fuch finners as they are. We, through

grace, have obeyed the command, we have gone out, though

cxpofed
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cxpofeJ to much contempt for fo doing, and, blefTed be GoS,
our labour has not been in vain in the Lord. f^or many
have been made willing in the day of God's power; and,

we would fpeak it with humility, we can go chearfully to

our Saviour, and fay, " It is done. Lord, as thou hafl com-
manded, and yet there is room." He is therefore plcafcd,

in fpite of all oppofition from men or devils, to continue,

and renew, and enlarge our commiflion ; he hath fcnt us

literally into the highways and hedges; and, I truft, has

given us a commiflion to compel fmners to come : For, could

we fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, yet if the

Lord did not attend the word with his power, and fweetly

inclined men's wills to comply with the gofpel-cal], we fhould

be as a founding braf??, or a tinkling cymbal. But this we
believe our Saviour will ilo, for his houfe mult be filled : every

foul for whom he has fhed his blood, fliall finally be faved,

** and all that the Father hath given him, fhall come unto

him, and whofoever cometh unto him he will in no wife cafl

out." This comforted our Lord, when his gofpel was re-

jevfled by the Jews, As though he had faid. Well, tho' you

dcfpife the ofFers of my grace, yet 1 fhall not fhed my blood in

vain J for all that the Father hath given me fliall come unto

me.

Supported by thi.^ confideration, I am not afliamed to come
out this day into the highways and hedges, and to confefs

that my bufinefs is to call the poor, and the maimed, and

the halt, and the blind, felf-condemned, helplefs finners, to

the marriage-feaft of the fupper of the Lamb. My cry is.

Come, believe on the Lord Jesus ; throw yourfelves at the

footftool of his mercy, and you fhall be faved ; for all things

are now ready. God the Father is ready, God the Son is

ready, God the Koly Ghoft is ready j the blefled angels

above are ready, and the blefTed faints below are ready, to

welcome' you to the gofpel- feafl. A perfect and everlafling

righteoufnefs is now wrought out by Jesus Christ. God,
now, upon honourable terms, can acquit the guilty. God
can now be juft, and yet juflify the ungodly. «^ For he hath

made Christ to be fin for us, who knew no fin, that we
might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him." The
fatted calf is now killed, and '' Christ, our pafibver, is

I facrificed
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facrificed for us." Come, finncrs, and feed upon him irt

your hearts by faith, with thankfgiving. For Jfsus Christ's

fake, do not with one confent begin to make excufe. Do
not let a piece of ground, five yoke of oxen, or even a wife,

keep you from this great fupper. Thefe you may enjoy, as

the gifts of God, and make ufc of them for the Mediatoi'^

glory, and yet be prefent at the gofpel-feaft. True and un-

defiled religion docs not take away, but rather greatly en-

hances the comforts of life ; and our Lord did not pray that

we fliould be taken out of the world, but '' that we fhould

be delivered from the evil of it." O then that you would all,

with one confent, fay, Lo ! we come. Aflure yourfelves there

is provifion enough. For it is a great fupper. In our Father's

houfe there is bread enough and to fpare. And though a

great God makes the fupper, yet he is as good and conde-

scending as he is great. Though he be the high and lofty one

that inhabiteth eternity, yet he will dwell v/ith the humble

and contrite heart, even with the man that trembleih at his

word. Neither can you complain for want of room ;
" for

yet there is room. In our Father's houfe are many man-

fions." If it was not fo, our Saviour would have told us.

The grace of Christ is as rich, as free, and as powerful as

ever. He is " the fame yefteiday, to-day, and for ever ;"

He is full of grace and truth, and out of his fulnefs, all that

come to him may receive grace for grace. He giveth liberally,

and upbraidcth not. He willeth not the death of a finner,

but rather that he fhould believe and live. Come then, all

ye halt, poor, maimed, and blind fmners ; take comfort, the

Lord Jesus has fent his fervant to call you. It is now fup-

pcr-time, and a day of uncommon grace. The day may be

far fpent. Haltc, therefore, and away to the fupper of the

Lamb. If you do not come, I know the mafter will be angry.

And who can ftand before him when he is angry ? " Hardert

not therefore your hearts, as in the day of provocation,-

as in the day of temptation in the wildernefs." Do not:

provoke the Lord to f^iy, " None of thofe that were bid-

den fhall t?.fte of my fupper." O dreadful words ! Much
more is implied in them than is exprefled. It is the fame

with that in the pfalms, " I fware In my wrath, that they

fhould not enter into my reft." And if you do not enter into'

God's refl, nor taflc of CfiRisT^i fupper, you mufi lift up

3 ^
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^our eyes in torments, where you will luve no reft, and mu(i

fup with the damned devils for ever more.

Knovvirig therefore the terrors of the LoiiD, we pcrfuade

you to hade away, and make no niore frivolous exciifes. For

there is no excufe againft believing. Perhaps you fay. You
call to the halt, and maimed, and blind, and poor. But if

we are halt, and maimed, how can we come ? If we arc blind,

how can we fee our way ? If we are poor, how can we cx-

pCiSl admiflion to fo great a table? Ah! Happy are ye, if

you are fenfible, that you are halt and maimed. For if you

feel ydurfelves fo, and are lamenting it, who knows but whiift

I an) fpeaking, God rhay fend his Spirit with the word, and

fetch you hortie ? Though you arc blind, Jesus has eye falve

to anoint you. Though you are poor, yet you are welcome

to this rich feaft. It coft Jesus Christ a great price, but

you (hall have it gratis. For fuch as you was it defigned.

*' BlefTed are the poor in fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of

heaven." Rich, felf-righteous, felf-fufficient fiiiners, I know,

will fcorri both the feaft and its great provider. They have

done fo already, therefore the LoiiD has fent us into the high-

ways and hedges, to bring fuch poor fouls as you are in. Ven->

ture then, my dear friends, and honour Gob, by taking hint

at his v/ord. Come to the marriage- feaft. Believe me,

you will there partake of moft delicious fare.

Tell me, ye that have been made to tafte that the

Lord is gracious, will you not recommend this feaft to all ?

Are you not, whiift I am fpeaking, ready to cry out. Come
Jill ye that are without, come ye, obey the call, for we

Have fat under the Redeemer's ftiadow with great delight,

^nd his fruit has been pleafant to our tafte. Whiift 1 am
fpeaking, does not the fire kindle, do not your hearts

burn with a defire that others may come and be blelTed too ?

If yoii are chriftians indeed, I know you will be thus minded,

and the language of your hearts will be. Lord, whiift he

is calling, let thy Spirit Jcompel them to come in. O that

the Lord may fay. Amen! And why fhould we doubt?

Surely oUr Saviour will not let rfie complain this day

that I have laboured in vain, and fpent my ftrength for nought.

Methinks I fee many defining to come. O how fliall I com-

pel you to come forwards. 1 will not ufe fire or fword, as

Vol. VI. C the
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the Papijh do, by terribly perverting this text of fcripture. But

1 will tell you ol the love of God, the love of God in Christ,

and furely that muft compel you, that muft conftrain you,

whether you will or not. Sinners, my heart is enlarged to-

wards you. I could fill my mouth with arguments. Con-

fider the greatnefs of the God who makes the fupper. Con-

fider the greatnefs of the price, wherewith it was purchafed.

Confider the greatnefs of the provifion made for you. What
would you have more ? Confider God's infinite condefcen-

fion, in calling you now, when you might have been in hell,

*' vvhere the worm dieth not, and the fire is nor quenched.'*

And that you might be without excufe, he has fent his fer-

vant into the highways and hedges to invite you there. O
that you tafted what I do now ! I am fure you would not

want arguments to induce you to come in : No, you would

fly to the gofpel-feaft, as doves to the windows.

But, poor fouls ! many of you, perhaps, are not hungry.

You do not feel yourfelves halt, or maimed, or blind, and

therefore you have no relifli for this fpiritual entertainment.

Well, be not angry with me for calling you ; be not offended

if I weep over you, becaufc you know not the day of your

vifitation : If I muft appear in judgment as a fwift witnefs

againft you, I muft. But that thought chills my blood! I

cannot bear it ; I feel that I could lay down my life for you.

J3ut I am not willing to go without you. What fay you, my
>dear friends ? I would put the queftion to you once more.

Will you tafte of Christ's fupper, or will you not? You
fliall all be welcome. There is milk at this feaft for babes,

as well as meat for ftrong men, and for perfons of riper years.

There is room and provifion for high and low, rich and poor,

one with another; and our Saviour will thank you for

coming. Amazing condefcenfion ! Aftonifhing love ! The
thought of it quite overcomes me. Help me, help me, O be-*

lievers, to blefs and praifc him.

And O ! that his love may excite us to come afrefh ta

him, as though we had never come before ! For, though wc
have been often feafted, yet our fouls will ftarve, unlefs we
renew our a61s of faith, and throw ourfclves, as loft, undone

fmners, continually at the feet of Christ. Feeding upon

paft experiences will not fatisfy our fouls, any mors than what

5 w:^
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we did e^t yefterday will fuftain our bodies to day. No, be-

lievers muft look for frefh influences of divine grace, and be"-

of the Lord to water them every moment. The parable

therefore fpeaks to faints as well as finners. Come ye to the

marriage-feaft ; you are as welcome now as ever. And may
God fet your fouls a longing for that time when we fhall fit

down and eat bread in the kingdom of heaven ! There we
(hall have full draughts of divine love, and enjoy the glorious

Emmanuel for ever more. Even fo, Lord Jesus, Jmen,

C2 SERMON


